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Shackleford Horse 


The Shackleford horse is a horse native to 
Shackleford Banks, a number of small islands in 
the southern Broken Banks. Descended from the 
pre-war feral horses of the island, these creatures 
are one of the few rare examples of horses 
remaining in the wasteland. Their survival is due to 
their hardy tenacity and multiple genetic 
mutations. These horses are omnivores and have 
the temperament of a meat-eater. They are about 
as intelligent as a dog and retain the instinct to 
travel - and hunt - as a group. Many of their 
features, still holdovers from their herbivorous 
ancestors, impede their ability to find prey. They 
are extremely dangerous as a group, however, and 
will attack if hungry or threatened. It is utterly 
impossible to domesticate a Shackleford horse and 
just about every attempt to do so has resulted in 
death for the rider. However, if approached 
peacefully, these horses will be docile and perhaps 


even playful. 
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Shackleford Horse 


A Brown Shackleford Horse 


Statistics 
Base Species Horse 
Createdvia Mutation 
Broken Banks 


Range 


Characteristics 


Height 4.7-6 ft 
Weight 840 - 2,200 Ibs 
Danger Level Medium 
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Physical Description & 


For all but one key difference, the Shackleford horse appears as any equine creature. The 
largest physical difference between these horses their herbivorous ancestors are the teeth, 
which are pointed like that of a carnivore. They are meant for tearing and chewing meat off 
bone. The strength of a Shackleford horse's bite is enough to crush bone and rend flesh. The 
vast majority of their physical features have been shaped by millions of years of evolution as 
herbivores. This includes the ability to run at high speeds, originally to outrun prey. Now, the 
speed of a Shackleford horse is virtually unmatched by anything else in the Broken Banks, and 
they use their speed to hunt down prey in packs. The acute hearing of horses is now used to 
listen for prey as well as listen for distant predators. However, this does lend certain 


disadvantages. 


The eyes of a horse, located on the sides of its head, are for watching out for predators. By 
contrast, most predators have eyes at the front of their heads so they can see what they are 
chasing. The Shackleford horse's eyesight is therefore notoriously bad, and a lone one can 
seem almost aloof. They are dangerous in packs and know where to run based on how their 
companions are moving. This is still an improvisation and voracious packs can be outsmarted 


so long as one is not in a flat area. 


Behavior © 


Pre-war horses were known for being relatively intelligent animals. Like their ancestors, 
Shackleford horses play, nap, and forage. An excited horse may gallop around or jump on 
objects. A comparison to similar behavior in dogs has been suggested. Obviously, a creature 
the size of a horse with the temperament of a dog is nothing short of a wrecking ball. 
Shackleford horses will usually not tolerate being ridden and will oftentimes roll over and crush 
anyone who tries to ride an otherwise useful animal. This also makes them impossible to use as 
beasts of burden as is the case with Brahmin, as they will just as soon flip a cart as they will pull 
it. Some wastelanders find this behavior amusing, and it is likely why humans have not just 
wiped the Shackleford horses out. Of course, their aversion to loud noises may also explain 


their continued survival. Many groups have arrived on the island, prepared to wipe out what 


horses come. They were not prepared for angry horses to rush them full-speed the moment 


they opened fire. 
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